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In 701 Sennacherib was forced to invade the
west. He gives us no new reasons for this in-
vasion, but the occasion for it is easily read be-
tween the lines of his records, and deduced from
the biblical narrative. When rebellions were afoot
in Babylonia, and for a time at least were success-
ful, when Egypt was eager to regain lost prestige
in a land where she had once been all-powerful,
when an embassy from the indefatigable Mero-
dach-baladan had come all the way from Babylonia
to win sympathy and the help of a diversion in
the west, it was hardly possible that tlie.se small
states should remain rjuiet and pay their annual
tribute without a murmur. We do not know how
much inclined Hezekiah of Judah may have been
to join in an open rebellion at this time. He had,
however, taken up a position which would make it
easy for him to do so; and the war party witli
its national enthusiasm and unthinking patriotism
was strong at his court. This policy wa>s bitterly
opposed by Isaiah, the leader of the cautious-
minded men, who saw only disaster in any breach
with Assyria at this time. Isaiah was no lover of
Assyria, but he saw clearly how weak and poor
was the help which the land might hope for from
the outside. The Syrian states had suffered much
from their former reliance on Egypt, and there
was certainly no reason to hope that matters
would be any better now. The wisest counsel
was undoubtedly that of Isaiah. But, even though
Hexekiah was willing to take it, which he certainly